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Ethos -
‘To provide a culture and environment that promotes excellence, equality and high achievement for all through our Christian Values’

The Early Years Foundation Stage applies to children from three years of age to the end of the Reception year. At Tutshill School all children are admitted in the September of the school year in which they are five, in accordance with L.E.A. policy. The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected of most children by the end of the Foundation Stage.

Children joining the school have been in a variety of settings prior to joining Tutshill C of E School. The early years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:

· It builds on what our children already know and can do.

· It ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged

· It offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the needs of young children and activities that provide opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors.

· Objectives
The quality of the children’s early learning experiences is highly significant in laying a sound basis for further success in education. The curriculum of the Foundation Stage underpins all future learning by supporting, promoting and developing children’s:

· Personal social emotional wellbeing

· Positive attitudes and dispositions towards their learning

· Social skills

· Attention skills and persistence

· Language and communication

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Knowledge and understanding of the world

· Physical development

· Creative development
· Every child matters outcomes

Through the Early Years Foundation Stage we aim to give children the opportunities to achieve the government’s 7 ‘Every Child matters’ outcomes

a. Staying safe

b. Being healthy

c. Enjoying & achieving

d. Making a positive contribution

e. Achieving economic well-being

f. Behaviour

g. Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural

· TEACHING AND LEARNING
The features of good practice are:

· Partnership between teachers and parents, so that children feel secure and parents are informed

· The understanding that teachers have of the way in which young children learn and grow

· Equality of access to all areas of learning in a high quality  environment will be provided for all children

· Provision for children to learn in a variety of ways, providing first hand experiences.

· A planned curriculum that helps children achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of Reception

· The support for learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, facilities and equipment

· The identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through observations which are shared with parents

· The good relationships between the school and the settings that the children are at prior to admission to Tutshill school

· The identification of training needs for all adults working in the Foundation Stage.

PLAY

Play is the prime medium through which young children learn. Play can engage the child’s whole being, physically, mentally and emotionally. Through play they practise and build up ideas, understand the need for rules and make sense of the world. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. Carefully structured play activities, child initiated and teacher directed will be developed.

· THE FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM

EARLY LEARNING GOALS

The curriculum in the Reception class reflects the areas of learning identified in the Early Learning goals. The experiences that the children meet often enable them to develop a number of competencies across several areas of learning.

The Early Learning goals provide the basis for planning throughout the Early Years Foundation stage. Medium term planning is completed termly or half termly, as appropriate

· Assessment

During the Foundation stage a Early Years Foundation Stage Profile will be completed, which details each child’s progress and achievement in the Early Learning Goals.
During the Autumn term the profile will be used to set a baseline. This baseline will be discussed with parents and targets set for individual children’s learning.

Assessments are carried out through formal and anecdotal observations across all six areas of learning. 

The results of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile will be shared with parents at the end of the Reception year.

· Roles and Responsibilities 

Role of Headteacher is to monitor the implementation of policy and standards within the subject.

Role of the link Governor for Early Years Foundation Stage is responsible for the monitoring the role of Subject Leader.

The subject leader is responsible for overseeing planning, teaching and monitoring of pupils progress.  The subject leader is also responsible for auditing and ordering resources as appropriate.

Parents
The role that parents have played and will play in the future in educating their children is recognised through:

· Meeting with and talking to parents before the children start at the school

· Visiting the children in their previous setting prior to entering school

· Arranging for visits to the school in the term before admission for children to spend time in the classroom and with the teacher

· Inviting all parents to an induction meeting in the term before admission

· Offering parents regular opportunities for formal and informal discussion of their child’s progress with the teacher

· Parents’ views and opinions are sought to help complete the profile

· Parents are invited to become directly involved in school life through volunteering to help in the classroom, attending PTA meetings and as appropriate, becoming a parent governor.
· Health and Safety

Risk assessments will be carried out as necessary.
· Relationship to other policies

Teaching and learning policy

Assessment policy

Monitoring policy

Equal opportunities policy

Health and Safety

· Equality / Inclusion –

The school recognises that it has to make special efforts to ensure that all groups prosper, including those with special educational needs; who have difficulties accessing the school or services; who speak English as an additional language; who have frequent moves and lack stability leading to time out of school (e.g. children in care); who as children are caring for others; who come from homes with low income and/or in adequate home study space; who experience bullying, harassment or social exclusion; with low parental support or different parent expectations; with emotional, mental and physical well being needs; who exhibit challenging behaviour; who come from ethnic minority groups including travellers, refugees and asylum seekers.
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