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Ethos -
‘To provide a culture and environment that promotes excellence, equality and high achievement for all through our Christian Values’

1. Objective

· To develop an effective home-school partnership.

· To reinforce and extend learning which has taken place in school, particularly in literacy and numeracy.

· To exploit resources and opportunities for learning, of all kinds, at home.

· To develop the skills and attitudes of independent study in readiness for lifelong learning.

2. Every child matters outcomes

Through the teaching we aim to give children the opportunities to achieve the government’s 7 ‘Every Child matters’ outcomes

· Staying safe

· Being healthy

· Enjoying & achieving

· Making a positive contribution

· Achieving economic well-being

· Behaviour

· Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural

3. Role and Responsibilities – actions of key staff

Headteacher 

The role of the headteacher is to monitor the implementation of policy and standards within the subject.

All teaching staff are required to provide homework which is planned as part of the overall learning strategy with activities that offer the opportunity for consolidation of skills taught in class lessons.  Homework must be marked and children given feedback. 

4. Implementation

· Homework must be manageable for pupils, parents and teachers, to stress quality rather than quantity.

· Tasks must be consistent across the school and set within the Key Stage and year group guidance given below;

· Tasks must be differentiated appropriate to children’s needs. 

· Teachers must provide clear feedback;

· A homework timetable is given in September and put in the front of the Communication books.

· SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS  (SEN)

Children with Special Educational Needs will be set homework according to the definition and purposes set out above.

Children with SEN in particular will benefit from short, frequent opportunities to practise spellings and number facts.

Whenever possible SEN children will do homework in common with other children in their class.

From time to time it may be helpful to set additional activities to address particular difficulties but at no time should the child feel over-burdened.  It is important that parents contact school if they are experiencing problems with the work that has been set.

· Foundation & Key Stage 1 (Infants)

Homework in KS1 has the key purpose of developing a partnership with parents or carers and involving them actively in children’s learning.

Homework will very largely consist of regular reading with parents and looking at books together. Infant children should be encouraged to read on a daily basis.

Short activities of different kinds – simple alphabet and word games, learning spelling and number facts as well as reading together, will provide important opportunities for children to talk about what they are learning to an interested adult, and to practise key skills in a supportive environment.

· Key Stage 2 (Juniors)

Homework in KS2 will continue to have an emphasis on literacy and numeracy.  Games and short tasks will still be featured.  Science and other subjects will be added increasingly to the programme as children move up the school.  It is recommended that all children should either read to their parents, listen to them reading or, if they are fluent readers, read on their own for about 10 to 20 minutes a day.  This may be done in the context of other homework, for example reading a reference book for a history project.

Homework will be recorded in Communication books, with a ‘handing in’ date given. It is expected that all children will hand in homework on time.

Late homework will be seen by the teacher and initialled.

5. Monitoring and evaluation

Teachers are expected to follow the guidelines closely.  Key stage leaders are responsible for ensuring each year group set tasks regularly in line with the guidelines.

6. Relationship to other policies

This policy should be read in conjunction with the Teaching and Learning Policy, Curriculum Policy, Assessment Policy and Feedback and Marking Policy

7. Health and Safety

8. Equality / Inclusion –

The school recognises that it has to make special efforts to ensure that all groups prosper, including those with special educational needs; who have difficulties accessing the school or services; who speak English as an additional language; who have frequent moves and lack stability leading to time out of school (e.g. children in care); who as children are caring for others; who come from homes with low income and/or in adequate home study space; who experience bullying, harassment or social exclusion; with low parental support or different parent expectations; with emotional, mental and physical well being needs; who exhibit challenging behaviour; who come from ethnic minority groups including travellers, refugees and asylum seekers.
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