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1. Objective

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that users of the South West Grid for Learning (SWGfL) understand the way in which the Internet is to be used. The policy aims to ensure that the Internet is used effectively for its intended purpose, without infringing legal requirements or creating unnecessary risk. Users should read this policy alongside the other SWGfL policies: the Filtering Policy and Security Policy kept in the school office.

Tutshill encourages users to make effective use of the Internet. Such use should always be lawful and appropriate. It should not compromise the SWGfL’s information and computer systems nor have the potential to damage the SWGfL’s reputation.

2. Every child matters outcomes

Through the teaching of internet usage we aim to give children the opportunities to achieve the government’s 7 ‘Every Child matters’ outcomes

· Staying safe

· Being healthy

· Enjoying & achieving

· Making a positive contribution

· Achieving economic well-being

· Behaviour

· Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural

3. Roles and Responsibilities – actions of key staff

Headteacher 

The role of the headteacher is to monitor the implementation of policy and standards within the subject.

The policy applies to:

All administrators and users of the SWGfL services and/or infrastructure.

On evidence provided by the SWGfL, an employee may be disciplined by their employer. At the same time, if a user’s conduct and/or action(s) are illegal, the user may become personally liable in some circumstances.

4. Implementation – National curriculum and scheme info, topics
Tutshill expects all users to use the Internet responsibly and strictly according to the following conditions: For the purposes of this document, Internet usage means any connection to the Internet via Web browsing, external email or news groups.

Users shall not:

· Visit Internet sites, make, post, download, upload or pass on, material, remarks, proposals or comments that contain or relate to:

· Pornography (including child pornography)

· Promoting discrimination of any kind

· Promoting racial or religious hatred

· Promoting illegal acts

· Any other information which may be offensive to colleagues

Incidents which appear to involve deliberate access to Web sites, newsgroups and online groups that contain the following material will be reported to the police:

Images of child abuse (images of children, apparently under 16 years old) involved in sexual activity or posed to be sexually provocative.

Adult material that potentially breaches the Obscene Publications Act in the UK

Criminally racist material in the UK

If inappropriate material is accessed accidentally, users should immediately report this to the SWGfL so that this can be taken into account in monitoring.

· Use the SWGfL facilities for running a private business

· Enter into any personal transaction that involves the SWGfL or member Local Authorities   in any way

· Visit sites that might be defamatory or incur liability on the part of the SWGfL or member Local Authorities or adversely impact on the image of the SWGfL

· Upload, download, or otherwise transmit (make, produce or distribute) commercial                              software or any copyrighted materials belonging to third parties outside of the SWGfL, or to the SWGfL itself

· Reveal or publicise confidential or proprietary information, which includes but is not limited to: financial information, personal information, databases and the information contained therein, computer/network access codes, and business relationships, this includes social networking sites.

· Intentionally interfere with the normal operation of the Internet connection, including the propagation of computer viruses and sustained high volume network traffic (sending or receiving large numbers of small files or any activity that causes network congestion) that substantially hinders others in their use of the Internet

· Use the Internet for soliciting, representing personal opinions or revealing confidential information or in any other way that could reasonably be considered appropriate

5. Assessment – see Assessment policy

6. Monitoring and Evaluation

The SWGfL will monitor and audit the use of the Internet to see whether users are complying with the policy. Any potential misuse identified by the SWGfL will be reported to the connected establishment and/or relevant organisation.

7. Health and Safety
There are VDU guidelines for staff and children working on computers.
8. Equality / Inclusion –

The school recognises that it has to make special efforts to ensure that all groups prosper, including those with special educational needs; who have difficulties accessing the school or services; who speak English as an additional language; who have frequent moves and lack stability leading to time out of school (e.g. children in care); who as children are caring for others; who come from homes with low income and/or in adequate home study space; who experience bullying, harassment or social exclusion; with low parental support or different parent expectations; with emotional, mental and physical well being needs; who exhibit challenging behaviour; who come from ethnic minority groups including travellers, refugees and asylum seekers.

9. Relationship to other policies
All curriculum areas should refer to this policy

Discipline policy

Child Protection policy

Anti-Bullying policy
Policy amended in accordance with DDA.
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