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Tutshill C of E Primary School

Mission Statement

‘To provide a culture and environment that promotes excellence, equality and high achievement for all through our Christian Values’

Aims

We aim to:

· Establish a culture that promotes excellence, equality and high achievement for all pupils and adults

· Provide the best education, ensuring all children make good progress

· Provide an effective, vibrant learning environment in which children feel secure, motivated and can enjoy their learning

· To ensure the ‘Every Child Matters’ aims are evident in our school community in order to help every child to be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and achieve economic well being in the future.

· To equip children with skills for their immediate future and adult life, academically, socially and emotionally

· Promote positive values for life, encouraging the development of forgiveness, peace, courage, trust, creativity, justice, compassion, hope, friendship, thanks, humility and truth 

· Respect religious beliefs of others developing a sense of tolerance and understanding

· Further extend our partnership with parents and the wider community

· Ensure equality of opportunity for all children irrespective of ability, race, religion, gender or social background

Motto

‘Challenge and achievement for all’

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Christian Foundation

The school was originally founded by the Church of England in 1892 for the ’education of children and adults, or children only, of the labouring manufacturing and other poorer classes in the Parish of Tidenham…’ After the 1944 Education Act, control passed to the Local Education Authority and a Governing Body was appointed to manage the school in accordance with the trust deed.

Our school is proud of our Christian heritage and we actively encourage pupils to explore issues of belief and faith and their effect upon attitudes and behaviour within a Christian context. 

The Governing Body

The Governing Body is committed to ensuring the present and future welfare of the school. Governors attend regular full governor meetings, committee meetings and undertake training as required. They visit the school both during the ordinary working day and for special events to become familiar with the school community and so inform their decision making. 

Each governor is appointed to serve a term of four years and during that time may take on a number of different roles. The governing body includes five places for parent representation. When a vacancy arises for a parent governor all parents are invited to seek nomination and to vote on their representative.

There are also three foundation governors who are appointed by the Diocese of Gloucester on recommendation by the Parochial Church Council. They are practising Christians and actively explore ways in which the church’s role in the life of the school may be more fully and positively implemented, paying particular attention to religious education, collective worship and the maintenance of an ethos within the school that is in direct compliance with the teaching of scripture.

The Foundation Governors share with all others on the Governing Body a common concern for the achievement of each individual pupil across the whole spectrum of the curriculum which is summed up in the school’s Ethos Statement.

The School and its Location

Tutshill School is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled school.  It is a primary, mixed, day school for pupils aged 4-11 years.  The school is situated on the Coleford Road, at the edge of Tutshill village, next to St Luke’s church.  It is in a particularly attractive area, with extensive views towards the River Severn.  The locality is ideal for environmental study, being in an area of outstanding natural beauty and steeped in local history with Chepstow Castle within walking distance.  The full capacity is currently 210.  There are seven single-age classes in the school.

The original school buildings were opened in 1893 and an extensive new build programme was completed in 2007.  This has greatly enhanced the learning opportunities offered to all children.

At playtimes children use the adjoining playgrounds and grassed areas.  In summer they can use the school’s playing field.  We also have an adventure playground and a play area under the trees.

Admission and Transfer

30 places are available for Reception children each September.  The Admissions Department in Gloucestershire County Council allocates these places according to the LA’s admissions policy.    

In keeping with the policy of Gloucestershire Local Authority (LA), the school welcomes pupils who are four years old by 1st September in the year of their admission.  Reception children are admitted during September on a part-time basis at first and within five weeks become full-time pupils.  The exact details of the introduction and admission arrangements will be sent to parents during the summer term.  We try to make the transition to school life as enjoyable and relaxed as possible through regular visits during the summer term before admission, so that children become familiar with the school environment, meet the staff and begin to feel at home.

The Governing body has an admissions policy in place for allocating places further up the school.  This is regularly reviewed and a copy is available in the school office.  This policy is in line with the Gloucestershire LA policy.  
Welcoming your child to school

Parents are welcome to visit the school, look round and ask questions at any time before their child enrols.  Please try and make an appointment so we can spend time with you.  Reception parents are invited to an informal meeting, during early summer, when details concerning the introduction to school life will be discussed.  This is a chance for parents to start to feel involved in the life of the school, to make known any views or specific requirements that they may have and to ask about any aspect of the schooling.

Liaison with Secondary Schools

We have regular liaison with Wyedean School, our local comprehensive, through head teacher meetings and activities arranged for the pupils.  A smooth transition from Tutshill to Wyedean at 11 years is ensured by close consultation with key personnel about pastoral curriculum needs.  

School Travel

For the sake of all pupils and the environment, we would encourage everyone to walk to school.  There are safe routes to school using public footpaths and quiet roads.  

However, there will be some people who live too far away or need to travel onwards to work where a car journey is unavoidable.  We would ask those people to park well away from school in the Memorial Hall car park.  

For children from Tidenham Chase and Boughspring there is a bus service which is free for infants living over two miles away or juniors over three miles away

Through our school travel plan, we are constantly looking for ways to improve the safety of the walking routes to school so we can encourage more people to leave their cars at home and reduce the congestion around school.  If you have any suggestions, please let us know through the school office.
The school staff car park has been fitted with a barrier to improve child safety.

PLEASE PARK AND WALK EVEN WHEN IT IS RAINING!
Cycle & Scooter Storage
As part of the Walk to School Initiative, we were awarded a grant for a cycle storage shelter, which now means children can ride their bikes or scooters to and from school, but we do stress this must be with adult supervision, as the beginning and end of the school day is extremely busy.  These bikes and scooters cannot be used during playtimes and the school cannot take responsibility for theft and damage.   A cycling proficiency course is run for a proportion of Year 6 in the summer term.
Security

We ask all visitors to report to the office.  We have a Visitors’ Book for signatures and identity badges which we ask all visitors to wear.  It is requirement that all Parent helpers undergo a CRB check.  
Apart from the main entrance to the premises all school gates are secured during the school day.  Access to school at the beginning and end of the day is either through the blue gate in the railings by our crossing patrol or via the blue gate near the main reception entrance.  Access after 9.05 am is through the school office. 

At 3.00pm these gates are opened again for parents to use to go onto the playground and wait for their children.   A parents’ shelter is available for use in wet weather.

School Sessions

School sessions are:

9.00 am – 12 noon   (Infant playtime 10.20am - 10.35am)

                                 (Junior playtime 10.40am - 10.55am)

1.00 pm - 3.15 pm    (Infant playtime 2.00pm - 2.10 pm)

Pupils may arrive at school between 8.45am and 8.55am.  Parents are welcome to wait in the playground until 9.00am.  However, supervision takes place from 8.50 am and children may be left after this time.  One bell will be rung at 8.55 am.  The school does not accept responsibility for pupils before 8.50am.

Late arrival disadvantages children.   Please make sure your child is in school by 9.00am.

Teachers accompany children onto the playground at 3.15 pm and do not let the children go until a parent or known adult is seen.  Please stand away from the classroom areas so that teachers can see waiting parents.

Children in years 5 and 6 are allowed to walk home unaccompanied if school have been notified.

School Uniform

The school has a uniform which consists of:

· a light blue shirt, blouse or polo shirt
· school sweatshirt or navy jumper or cardigan
· smart grey, black or navy trousers or grey or navy skirt/pinafore
· dark coloured sensible shoes
In summer, children may wear shorts and girls may wear a blue checked or striped dress.

Baseball caps with the school logo are available from the school office.

PE Kit (to be kept in a drawstring bag):

· navy T-shirt and navy shorts
· slip-on black gym shoes
The school logo is embroidered on several items of uniform.  The full range of school uniform is available for purchase from ‘Sheila’s’ in Sedbury.  However, the wearing of uniform bearing the logo is optional and uniform can be purchased from other suppliers providing it is the correct colour.

Book bags are available for purchase from the school office.
ALL SCHOOL UNIFORM AND OTHER ITEMS OF CLOTHING MUST BE NAMED
School Rules

· Children should wear school uniform at all times. Skirts should be of an appropriate length and style.

· Children should wear appropriate school shoes and not trainers.

· During the Summer term all children should have a cap and a water bottle as part of their PE kit. It is advisable to have a pair of jog bottoms in school. 

· During the Autumn, Winter and Spring terms, all children should bring a coat to school. This ensures they are able to participate in outdoor activities and playtimes. During the Summer term it is advisable to have a light waterproof coat.

· Children with long hair should have it tied back using a simple band at all times.

· No jewellery should be worn in school. Children with pierced ears may wear plain studs. These must be removed for all PE activities and the child must be able to put them back in themselves.

· No nail varnish to be worn.

· Children must walk sensibly around school.

· No toys or games should be brought into school unless given special permission by a member of teaching staff.

· During playtimes and lunchtimes children should not be in classrooms unless given permission by an appropriate adult.

· An adult must collect all Key Stage 1 pupils. In years 5 and 6 pupils will be allowed to walk home alone provided written permission had been given to the class teacher at the beginning of the term.

· If a child is to be collected by anyone other than its parent/guardian or regular adult the class teacher must be informed.

The School Rules are part of the Behaviour & Discipline Policy which is available on the school website: www.tutshillcofeschool.co.uk along with all the other policies.  Please refer to these policies for up-to-date guidance on procedures.
These are our school rules; a copy is displayed in each classroom:

We look and listen when others are talking

We work hard to do our best

We are kind to other in what we say and do.

We look after our environment

We walk sensibly around our school

We should try to say sorry

Insurance Cover

The LA only insures against accident liability for cases involving negligence.  These are very rare.  If parents wish to provide their children with a more general insurance cover (24 hours a day for the whole year) a personal accident insurance policy for pupils is available at a small annual premium.  Application forms are available from Gloucestershire County Council.

Charging Policy

The school wishes to provide the best possible educational opportunities available within the funds allocated by the education authority.  Education during normal school hours is free.

It is recognised however that many educationally valuable activities are dependent on voluntary financial contributions from parents/carers.  The school’s concern is to keep these contributions to a minimum and to ensure that all children are able to take part.  Parents are asked to see the Headteacher or Chair of Governors in confidence if they experience difficulty in making these contributions.  However, if insufficient voluntary contributions are received to fund a trip, it may be necessary to cancel the activity as the school is unable to subsidise these activities.   
Individual or Small Group Music Tuition

The school is fortunate to benefit from a number of peripatetic music teachers.  These lessons are charged on a termly rate.  A term’s notice must be given if children wish to discontinue their lessons. 

Parent Teachers’ Association (PTA)

All parents/carers and staff are automatically members of the school PTA.
The PTA was formed in 1982 and all members are warmly invited to regular meetings.  The PTA supports the school in many ways.   As well as raising valuable funds, the PTA provides a social focus for the school community.  Money has been raised for a variety of projects and the PTA also subsidises special events including visits to school by theatre groups, attending the Drill Hall for performances and visits to school by a wide range of extra curricular providers.  

There are annual events which have become a traditional part of the school year - a Christmas Fayre, Summer Fete, and quiz nights.  We are proud of the thriving partnership of staff, parents and governors
TEACHING AND LEARNING

School Aims

· Provide a happy school where your child will be sensitively cared for;

· Treat everyone in school with mutual trust, understanding and respect;

· Promote the spiritual development of each child by encouraging a sense of wonder and an appreciation of their environment;

· Develop religious values and respect for other races and ways of life;

· Develop the ability to learn independently;

· Help your child to read, write, listen and speak effectively;

· Help your child to gain knowledge and understanding of mathematics, science ICT, RE, creative arts, history and geography;

· Promote a healthy lifestyle and enjoyment of a wide variety of physical activities;

· Encourage parents to become active partners in the education of all children;

We aim to establish an environment within which staff governors, parents, future parents and friends of the school, support each other to achieve our aims.
The Curriculum

The National Curriculum is organised on the basis of key stages.
	Key stage
	Ages
	Year Groups

	Foundation
	4 - 5
	R

	Key Stage 1
	5 - 7
	1 – 2

	Key Stage 2
	7 - 11
	3 – 6


The children in the Reception class follow the Foundation Stage Curriculum and work towards achieving the Early Learning Goals in Personal and Social development, Language, Mathematics, Creative development, Knowledge and Understanding of World and Physical development.  

Subjects in the Curriculum for KS1 and KS2 children are:

	Core Subjects
	Foundation Subjects

	
	History, Geography

	Literacy
	French

	Numeracy
	Personal, Social, Health and

	Science
	Citizenship Education

	
	Design technology

	
	Art

	
	Music

	
	PE

	
	ICT

	
	RE


The core subjects promote key skills which are used across the curriculum.  

We have a maximum of 30 children in each class and they are single age classes.

Assessment arrangements

Teachers continually assess children’s progress and provide work which matches their differing needs.  Sometimes this requires different work to be set, a different outcome expected according to ability or a differing amount of adult support.  

In addition there are opportunities for more formal testing which allows us to build up a profile of each child over time.

The National Curriculum

We deliver a curriculum which allows for links across the whole range of subjects taught at our school.

English
Throughout the school the children are given opportunities to extend and apply their language skills through cross curricular topics and a literacy based approach.  

Children learn to express themselves with growing confidence and are given opportunities to speak to a widening range of audiences - teacher, class, visitors and at formal occasions such as church services and concerts.

Listening is an important part of learning and children are taught to listen attentively for increasing lengths of time.

We teach children to read using a wide variety of reading scheme books.  Books are taken home to read to parents, who may write comments in a reading record book.  Parents are also encouraged to discuss with children what has been read.  As children progress through the school, a range of reading strategies are developed through shared, group and guided reading as well as paired and individual reading of a wide range of texts.

Writing is taught alongside reading with children becoming increasingly independent writers.  The children write for a wide range of purposes and confidently communicate in a range of genre.

Mathematics

Each child is taught numeracy skills and given a wide range of mathematical tasks and problems.  Children are taught mental maths and an emphasis is placed on children using and applying their maths in a range of relevant situations.  Older children take part in local and national maths challenges.

We use a variety of software in the classroom to complement the children’s  maths work.

Science

All children are curious and have a natural desire to explore their surroundings.  Our science teaching aims to develop this.  At infant level the science may be integrated into topic work; at junior level it is often taught as an individual subject.  Pupils acquire skills of investigation as well as scientific fact and learn by carrying out experiments, observing demonstrations and recording results.  We encourage children to be active enquirers.

Art and Design

Through art and design children communicate and express themselves.  Pupils evaluate their own work as well as that of professional artists and designers.  They are given opportunities to investigate the visual world and to develop a wide range of skills and techniques such as painting, drawing and working in 3 dimensions.
Opportunities are provided to visit art galleries and exhibitions and to work with local artists and designers.

Design and Technology

Children are taught to combine their designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding of materials in order to make products which will have a practical application and/or a link with other subjects.  Children are given opportunities to use their developing skills, through national competitions such as K-nex challenge.
History and Geography

History and Geography work is integrated into the class topic.  Within these subjects educational visits are used to help children to understand the relevance of their learning and bring history and geography alive.  Local outings increase awareness of the community and the environment.
Information & Communication Technology (ICT)

Pupils are taught to use ICT equipment and software confidently and purposefully to communicate and handle information and to support their problem solving, recording and expressive work.  The school is very well equipped and has an ICT Suite. Interactive Smartboards are used in school.

Music

Each child is taught to appreciate, understand and make music at an appropriate level.  We teach music as a class subject.  Experiences include listening, composing and performing using a variety of instruments, songs and notation.

We also provide recorder lessons in groups from year 2 to those who request them. The arrangements depend on the voluntary efforts of teaching staff and parents at lunchtime and after school.

Peripatetic teachers provide lessons for children in woodwind, guitar, keyboard and strings.  A charge is made for these lessons.

PSHCE

Each child is taught about personal, social, health and citizenship ‘issues’.  Circle time is often used for these discussions.  Outside agencies visit school such as the Police and Life Education van.

Physical Education (PE)

The PE curriculum includes gymnastics, swimming, dance, athletics and games.  Each child needs to be suitably dressed for these activities.  Sports Days are held each year and parents are encouraged to come and support their children.  

We offer swimming lessons for children in Year 5 at Chepstow Leisure Centre.  Qualified instructors and lifeguards take these sessions.

Collective Worship

Children who come to this school are educated in accordance with Christian principles and beliefs.  Spiritual awareness is seen as an important part of the development of each child.  We take part in a daily act of Christian worship and have regular church services, in which the children are encouraged to take part.  The church ministry team leads our Friday morning assembly which is held in St Luke’s Church and from time to time other visiting speakers are invited. 

Religious Education (RE)

Class teaching is based on the Gloucestershire agreed syllabus.  As well as Christianity, children learn about, and from, the religions of Judaism, Islam and Sikhism.  Visits to places of worship and visiting speakers enhance the curriculum.  Parents have the right to withdraw children from RE or collective worship and should notify the headteacher in writing if they wish to do so.
Special Educational Needs (SEN)

We aim to provide an atmosphere in which all children can reach their full potential.  The school places great emphasis on the early identification of children with Special Educational Needs and aims to provide appropriate support in accordance with the requirements of the Code of Practice.    Parents are kept fully informed about their children’s progress through review meetings when new targets are discussed and they receive a copy of Individual Education Plans designed to help their children. Outside agencies such as speech therapists may become involved.  

We aim to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act (2004).
Educational Visits

Classes undertake visits related to the curriculum, which provide an extra dimension to their school work.  In Year 5 children have the opportunity to go on a 3-day residential trip.  This is a very valuable part of their school career as it creates wider opportunities for academic and social development.
Homework & Home School Partnership

The school has a homework policy.  We aim to work in partnership with home and ask all parents to support the school in encouraging their child to complete homework tasks. 

A Home-School Partnership working party, in consultation with all parents, has developed a Home-School Policy which clarifies the very real links and partnership in this vital area.

PUPIL WELFARE
Illness 

When a child complains of feeling unwell, they are initially assessed by a member of staff.  If deemed necessary parents are contacted by telephone on the emergency number provided.  It is, therefore, essential that parents keep the school updated of any changes to their emergency contact numbers.  

Children who have suffered from diarrhoea and/or sickness should be kept at home for 24 hours after the last episode.  Impetigo and conjunctivitis are very contagious and children should be kept away from school until treatment has been successful. 

Accidents at School

The cuts and grazes resulting from minor accidents at break times are dealt with by qualified first aiders on the staff.  If an accident of a more serious nature occurs, parents will be contacted.  If necessary, children will be taken to hospital for appropriate treatment.  

Medicines

Normally, we do not give medicine to children at school.  However, if it is essential for your child to receive medication whilst at school, please call into the school office to complete the appropriate forms.  However, please note that we are only able to administer medicine which has been prescribed by a GP.  Full details are contained in our Administration of Prescribed Medicines Policy which can be found on the school website.
We need to be notified if your child uses an inhaler to prevent asthma.  Children keep their inhalers close to them for use when they are required.

Medical Information

If a pupil has a serious or recurring medical problem, parents should inform the school.  Likewise, any serious allergies should be notified to the school office
Health Checks

The school nurse attends to do regular checks including vision and hearing.  
Dental inspections take place for certain year groups as arranged by the health authority.  

Absence from School
Please ring and leave a message with the Secretary or write a note giving the reason for absence. If no message has been received by 9:30am, parents will be contacted by the school.

Failure to notify the school will result in an “unauthorised absence from school” being recorded on the register.

Parents are discouraged from taking children out of school during term time.  Official holiday forms can be obtained from the information point in reception, as the reason for absence must be provided and prior approval granted by the school.
Lost Property

A clearly marked lost property box is kept in the staff cloakroom area just along from the school office.  Children can look there for anything they have mislaid.  This box is cleared at the end of each term. 

PLEASE PUT NAMES IN CLOTHING AND BELONGINGS AND RENEW NAMES REGULARLY.

Lunches
School meals are provided by a local company, Edwards & Ward, who use fresh, locally sourced ingredients.  The meals conform to nutritional guidelines and are proving to be very popular with the children.  The children are supplied with a weekly menu to enable them to choose their meals for the week and payment is required on a weekly basis, in advance.  Payments are made via ParentPay, an internet based payment service which enables parents to pay for their children’s meals 24 hours a day, seven days a week with the added advantage that parents are able to view their child’s meal account on line.  Unfortunately, 
lunches cannot be provided unless payment is received.  Parents may send a packed lunch for their children although we are trying to promote school meals.  
Snacks and Drinks

Drinking water is available from all cold water taps in school.  Children may fill up their drink containers from these taps.  We also have a water fountain.

Parents can order milk direct from Cool Milk if they wish their children to have milk in school at breaktime.
All children in KS1 have fruit provided free of charge at break time.  
Cool Club and Breakfast Club
There is a Breakfast Club and an after-school club on school premises for pupils who attend Tutshill School and need after-school care.  This is run independently but in co-operation with school.  For further information on hours and fees, please contact Sara Morgan on 07709 716294 .
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